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Can the RCMP wipe their image clean? 
Garth McLennan 
Editor In Chief 
Friday, January 7 was yet another difficult day for the beleaguered and repeatedly battered RCMP public 
relations department. They were forced to 
scramble hard when news hit of another 
PR nightmare created by a Mountie. This 
time it was Constable Geoff Mantler of 
the Kelowna detachment that is causing 
a massive public uproar against the 
organization after he punted an unarmed 
m~ who was kneeling while cooperating 
with the police in the head. 
. N~w, the RCMP was quick to jump on 
the mcident. The Abbotsford police force 
has already been recruited to investigate 
the incident for the possibility of criminal 
charges being laid against Constable 
Mantler, who was immediately taken off 
the street and assigned to administrative 
duties. ~owever, that is unlikely to appease 
the public. Once again, despite best 
intentions, to the public at large at least, 
this just appears to be one more startling 
case with the police officer in question 
being investigated by ... other police 
officers. 
. Also, regardless of whether the police 
m Abbotsford recommend charges in the 
matter or not, from an image standpoint, 
the damage has already been done to a 
force that has suffered no shortage of 
punishing PR blunders. 
The video of the incident, taken by 
journalist Kelly Hayes, has, as could be 
expected, gone viral. The RCMP were 
called to a golf course where patrons had 
phoned police in response to a man with 
a shotgun. By the time they arrived at the 
course, the man, Buddy Tavares, had left 
the scene in his truck. He was arrested 
when RCMP officers caught up with him. 
The shotgun was discovered in the back 
of the truck and witnesses have reported 
Tavares exiting his vehicle slowly on 
police orders. 
It was revealed later that Tavares 
~ad previously suffered brain damage 
m a motorcycle accident which has 
subsequently slowed his movements 
hence his lack of speed in respondin~ to 
police orders . What was also unearthed 
later on was that Tavares had a licence 
for his shotgun. He is employed by the 
golf course and was permitted to carry the 
weapon in order to scare off geese. Tavares 
has since been charged with careless use of 
a firearm. 
Now, I suppose the argument could 
be made that the police couldn't possibly 
h~ve known about those extenuating 
Circumstances, but upon further review, 
that theory doesn't hold water. Other 
officers could have easily checked with 
staff at the golf course and found out that 
Tavares was allowed to carry the shotgun 
and had also sustained brain damage. 
Clearly, that didn't happen. 
No, this will in all likelihood go down 
as just another brutal example of RCMP 
excessive force where no force at all was 
required. Even if Constable Mantler is 
charged, convicted and thrown in prison 
(which, let's face it, probably won't 
happen), the public will just see the crime, 
and there's little the RCMP or any other 
police force can do about it. 
I still believe that the vast majority 
of police officers, regardless of what 
organization they work for, are good, 
morally outstanding people who work 
hard to protect us everyday. But there is 
clearly a contingent of bad apples that is 
quickly eroding the public trust in not just 
th~ RCMP, but law enforcement of every 
stnpe. 
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Douglas rolls into 2011 
By Maria Asselin-Roy, 
Staff Reporter 
A fter a slow, rainy and exam filled December, students are in need of a little excitement. 
The New Year is off to a great start 
with many exciting events lined up for 
January, hopefully keeping students 
entertained for the first bit of the 
semester. 
Almost every weekend in January 
there will be many sporting events, 
ranging from basketball to volleyball 
to badminton. On January 14 and 
15, there will be a basketball game 
with the Douglas Royals vs. Langara. 
Both games will be at the New West 
campus and start at 6:00. On the same 
weekend, there will be two volleyball 
games at the College of the Rockies 
Cranbrook Campus. January 21 and 
22 are also exciting dates in terms 
of basketball as the Royals will be 
playing UBC-0 in Kelowna. The 
following weekends will host more 
basketball and volleyball games 
against Vancouver Island University 
in Nanaimo and Capilano University 
in North Vancouver. On Friday, 
January 28 there is also a Kings Court 
Basketball Tournament at the New 
West gym from 12 until 3pm, and 
anyone is welcome. lntramurals this 
month include a soccer tournament 
at the David Lam Campus and a 
badminton tournament at the New West 
gym at the end of the month. For more 
information these athletic events and 
more check out www.douglife.ca 
January is a gripping month for 
the popular "Arts at One" shows as 
well. This past Thursday, there was 
a compelling piece titled "Chamber 
Music" featuring classical music 
from Bach, Villa-Lobos and other 
influential musicians. Thursday, 
January 13 the UBC Orchestra will 
be performing in the Laura C. Muir 
Performing Arts Theatre. The UBC 
Orchestra is known to play several 
genres of music, but mainly focuses 
on earlier classical music. Finally, on 
Thursday, January 27 "Little Light 
Band" will be performing. Along with 
having free arts performances this 
month, Lee Henderson (the author of 
The Broken Record Technique and 
The Man Game) will be speaking at 
the David Lam Campus on Monday, 
January 24 at 7:00pm in room B2010. 
Lee Henderson is a Canadian writer 
who has received the 2003 Danuta 
Gleed Literary Award as well as the 
Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize and a 
few others. He has also contributed 
to several newspapers and he is a 
contributing editor for the magazine 
Border Crossings and Contemporary, 
specializing in Vancouver art. 
On the following night, (January 
Did you forget something in the first 
week of class? 
By Jenn Markham 
-Locker from DSU ($10.00 cash) 
- Student ID and Translink sticker 
- Parking Pass from Cashier (sold out) 
- Books and course packs from the Bookstore 
-Pens, binders and paper 
- Set up Douglas Login for computers 
- Forward school email to personal email 
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25) it's Ladies Night at David 
Lam. Douglas college students are 
welcome to have an evening of nails, 
hair, and make-up. Students can take 
the time to get made-up as well as 
receive tips from professional make-
up artists and spa technicians. 
Finally, on Wednesday, January 
26 there will be a Forum on 
Justice discussing addictions and 
corrections. This is an excellent 
forum for criminology students or 
for the general public who have a 
keen interest in the subject. The 
forum is from 3:30-6:30pm in room 
1614 by the library at the New West 
campus. Speakers will include: Dr. 
Gabor Mate, who is the author of 
"In the Realm of Hungry Ghosts", 
Ray Corrado who is a professor 
at the school of criminology, and 
Tim Veresh the executive director 
from SFU. The forum will provide 
information and insights from the 
keynote speakers, and the remaining 
hour of the lecture is used to benefit 
the listeners by having an open 
discussion. Admission to this forum 
is free, although registration is 
required. To register, please contact 
Lynda Fletcher at lyndafg@telus.net. 
For more information or enquiries 
on upcoming events, check out the 
Douglas website. 
East Vancouver's bad reputation is no more What's the deal with Groupon? 
By Maria Asselin-Roy, 
Staff Reporter 
East Vancouver has had a bad reputation for as long as most Vancouverites can remember. 
Typically, people are given the 
message to stay away from East Van 
after sunset for their own safety. 
However, the tables are turning . It 
seems that people from Kitsilano and 
West Vancouver are moving to the 
east end of Main Street. Ironically, 
Main Street seems to have become 
Vancouver's "main street" in terms 
of trendy shops and hip restaurants . 
According to the public, Main Street 
is turning into a bigger and better 
Commercial Drive. Commercial is 
known for it's interesting stores and 
eateries, and now that Main Street 
is coming back alive we are seeing 
flashbacks of what Main and Hastings 
used to be like. 
This year, the East Van Culture 
Crawl has been quite popular for 
attracting visitors. This is an event 
where many artists open their studios 
to the public and sell their work, many 
artworks featuring the East Van cross 
which has become the area's icon. 
Many locals now say that "East Van 
is the cultural heart of Vancouver." 
Ken Lum, who created the East Van 
Cross, says that "East Van was always 
the cultural heart of the city; it was 
never a case of ' becoming' the cultural 
heart." Lum also says that it is East 
Vancouver's working-class culture that 
defines Vancouver's spirit and soul . 
Because about forty percent of 
Vancouver residents are from another 
country, Vancouver is one of the most 
diverse and multicultural cities in 
Canada. Lum says that "this produces 
all of these hybrids and cultures that 
can't really be found anywhere else. 
East Van is arguably the epicentre for 
this ." The different ethnicities and 
cultural influences are what makes 
Vancouver (and especially East Van) a 
very interesting and happening place. 
With the continued growth of East 
Vancouver, surely it will once again be 
known as the epicentre for all that is 
hip and trendy. 
Groupon, which combines "group" and "coupon," works on the idea of 
collective buying power. If a certain, 
predetermined number of people 
sign up for the offer, then it becomes 
available to everyone. If not, there 
is no deal. There is no cost to sign 
up for the site and subscribers get a 
daily email offering them products 
and services in their city. Groupon 
offers small merchants the chance to 
market their business by creating a 
sudden buzz, for a fee much lower 
than traditional advertising. 
However, Groupon isn't without 
its problems. This sudden buzz 
could mean that the business cannot 
accommodate its clientele. This 
results in poor customer satisfaction 
and often not enough product 
available for customers . 
The daily deal website Groupon, 
offers more than just discounted 
hair cuts, spa days and restaurant 
deals . It is also one of the fastest 
growing companies, giving Facebook 
mogul Mark Zuckerberg, a run for 
his money. According to Forbes 
Magazine, Groupon is on track to 
·be the fastest company to make $1 
billion in profits. 
Groupon creator Andrew Mason, 
a music graduate from Northwestern 
University and now multi-millionaire 
CEO never imagined his career 
would be so tech heavy. Mason, 
29, never thought of himself as an 
entrepreneur. Instead, he admits , 
"I just like to build things and do 
things." 
Chicagomag.com calls the 
site an "Internet business that has 
partnered social networking with 
bargain hunting" a revolutionary 
idea that has attracted the eye of 
Google.As of December 13,2010, 
Groupon declined Googles rumoured 
5.3 billion dollar offer. Although it 
cannot be confirmed, it is rumoured 
that Mason's entrepreneurial spirit 
kept him from the sale . Groupon 
insider Ron Conway says "What 
we've done so far at Groupon is just 
the beginning" and was not surprised 
by Mason's decision to hold on to his 
company. 
$45 for a One-Hour Swedish or Hot 
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Organic ($90 Value) 
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A knockout of an inspirational true story 
The cinematography is supposed to be great 
Angela Espinoza 
R eviewing The Fighter is somewhat awkward for me , as I know nothing about 
sports . This is stressed further by the 
fact that I hold resentment towards 
sports-based movies . Save for the 
honorary few (The Wrestler, Raging 
Bull, etc.), most sports films follow 
a basic formula of being predictable, 
feel-good movies. While The Fighter 
does indeed fall under predictability (it 
is a biopic, after all), it never strays far 
from being entertaining. 
In the early 90s, we're introduced 
to brothers Dicky Eklund (Christian 
Bale) and Micky Ward (Mark 
Wahlberg) . Dicky, a retired boxer 
known as "The Pride of Lowell," has 
fallen on hard times partially due to 
his crack addiction. Micky, tired of 
living in his older brother's shadow, 
begins his search for something better. 
Along with meeting the lovely and 
spirited Charlene (Amy Adams) , 
Micky's father, George (Jack McGee) , 
has found him a great boxing deal. At 
every turn, however, appears Alice 
(Melissa Leo), Dicky and Micky's 
controlling mother. Alice desperately 
tries to keep their large family 
together, which also means turning 
a blind eye to Dicky's addiction and 
holding Micky back. 
Keeping with the fact that this is a 
biopic, there are many side characters 
continuously being introduced. The 
dozens of characters we glimpse at 
throughout make The Fighter feel far 
more claustrophobic than it should 
be. The Ward!Eklund family alone 
has nine daughters, Dicky has a group 
of roughly ten friends he visits often, 
and it goes on like this . What the film 
6 
manages to accomplish is balancing 
out our repetitive meetings with these 
add-ons, although that doesn't prevent 
how distracting they can be. At least 
in the cases of McGee and Mickey 
O'Keefe, who portrays himself as 
Micky's real-life mentor, seeing these 
characters indicates a semblance of 
sanity in what is essentially a white 
trash setting. 
The numerous characters are 
luckily the only major flaw in the film. 
But the inclusion of them also brings 
in many minor storylines that detract 
from the main story. Two examples 
are Micky and Dicky's children; they 
could've easily been written out of the 
story completely, and seem to only be 
there because they exist in real life. 
The same goes for the nine sisters, 
whose comedic cues could've been 
done by shrinking their number down 
to even three. 
Aside from that fact, The 
Fighter proves to be one of the better 
Cinderella stories I've seen in a 
while. Bale, Wahlberg, and Adams 
stand out in this film with stupendous 
performances, with Leo, McGee and 
several others holding their own just 
as well. Bale, of course, went through 
the physical transition of dropping his 
weight again, while Wahlberg trained 
with Freddie Roach (the trainer for 
Manny Pacquiao) in preparation for 
the film. The two were also frequently 
monitored by the real life brothers, 
allowing them to perfect their 
personas, with Bale even adopting a 
thick, Boston accent. 
The Fighter is currently in 
theatres, and to entice you all further, 
it's been generating a fair amount of 
Oscar buzz. 
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This ain't no Jedi mind trick 
Lucas delivers the goods 
By Cody Klyne, Arts Editor 
I was lazily propped up against a wall in Chalmun's Cantina, Mos Eisley when I heard the 
first rumblings of the news. It hit 
me with the force of a bolt from 
a Wookiee's bowcaster; I was left 
stunned and gasping for air. "Could 
it be true?" I muttered in disbelief. 
Heaving myself off of the wall with 
familiar reluctance I pushed through 
the crowd of drunks, mercenaries, 
and rabble that had slowly gathered, 
all undoubtedly asking themselves 
the same question. I grabbed at the 
stack of propaganda flyers that'd 
been carelessly dropped off only 
to confirm the rumours to be true . 
Okay, so I admit that my Star Wars 
fan fiction needs some work, but 
it was better than opening with the 
overplayed "In a galaxy far, far 
away . .. " wink and nod. Last week an 
announcement was made that, even 
now, continues to send ripples of 
excitement throughout the force: this 
September, all six of the Star Wars 
films are to see a release on high-
definition Blu-ray. 
While this might be the 
umpteenth time that the original 
trilogy has seen a rerelease, this 
will be its first foray into the world 
of 1080p. Being offered to eager 
consumers, accepting significant 
others, family, and friends, in three 
different purchasing configurations, 
there'll be something for every breed 
of Star Wars fan to look forward to 
this fall. 
And while StarWars.com 
reports (without bias) that "The Star 
Wars Saga is the most anticipated 
Blu-ray collection since the launch 
of the high-def format," according 
to Fox Entertainment's President 
Mike Dunn, hyperbole aside, the 
price point that the bundles are being 
offered at isn't nearly as offensive 
as you might have predicted it to 
be. Available for pre-order now on 
Amazon.ca, the "Complete Saga" 
set, which includes three additional 
discs filled with 30 hours of extra 
content, will only set you back 
$99.99 (regularly $179.99) while 
the "Original Trilogy" and "Prequel 
Trilogy" are both $54.99 (regular 
$89.99) a pop. 
Having been born too late 
to have seen the original trilogy 
in theatres , and having found the 
prequel trilogy enjoyable enough for 
what they were, as a casual fan , the 
promise of seeing puppet-Yoda in 
HD is in itself motivation enough for 
me to give them a whirl sometime 
down the line. So if this news sent 
shivers down your spine, don't miss 
out on the best prices in the galaxy, 
pre-order now! 
Top three things that should 
remain in standard-def: 
• Carrie Fisher 
• Jabba the Hutt 
• Darth Vader unmasked 
Top 30 most anticipated games of 2011 
By Angela Espinoza, 
Arts Reviewer 
Last year was definitely a big year for the gaming industry. Microsoft and Sony outdid the 
Wii with the addition of the Kinect 
and Move systems. Nintendo struck 
back, though, by upping the ante,in 
graphics and announcing the highly 
anticipated 3DS. That all just barely 
scratches the surface of 2010, but 
we're in 2011 now, and the only way 
to go is forward. This is the first in a 
series where for the rest of January, 
we'll be counting down the top 30 
most anticipated games of 2011: 
30. de Blob 2 (Wii, DS, 3DS, 
Xbox360, PS3) 
The sequel to its 2008 Wii-
exclusive predecessor, we return to 
the world of de Blob once again to 
defeat the lnkies and the mischievous 
Comrade Black. But this time, we 
switch environments to Prisma 
City, where we get to really test our 
platforming skills. 
29. Kid Icarus: Uprising (3DS) 
While a final release date has 
yet to be announced, Uprising is 
expected to be a launch title for the 
3DS. Not too much is known about 
the game, but the official return of Pit 
after twenty years has provided more 
than enough hype. 
28. Child of Eden (Xbox 360, PS3) 
The spiritual successor to 2001's 
Rez, Child of Eden is a rhythm-based 
rail shooter set to be one of this year's 
biggest music games. 
27. L.A. Noire (Xbox 360, PS3) 
Set in 1947 Los Angeles, Noire 
is an homage to the classic film 
noir genre, placed in a sandbox 
world where the protagonist solves 
various murder mysteries. Noire 
boasts intensely realistic graphics, 
rotoscoping multiple actors by use of 
32 cameras on each one at a time. 
26. Marvel vs. Capcom 3: Fate of 
Two Worlds (Xbox 360, PS3) 
Doctor Doom and Albert Wesker 
have teamed up in an attempt to take . 
Cult Cinema ... home to Crispin Glover? 
Who and what is It? 
over both their respective worlds, 
bringing on a much greater threat. 
Characters are now 3D while fighting 
is in the vein of its previous 2D 
brethren. 
25. Red Faction: Armageddon 
(Windows, Xbox 360, PS3) 
The fourth instalment of the 
critically acclaimed sci-fi series, 
Armageddon takes place fifty years 
after Guerilla . Amongst other 
weapons, adding the magnet gun 
to your arsenal is expected to bring 
devastating results to your alien 
enemies . 
24. F.3.A.R. (Windows, Xbox 360, 
PS3) 
It's got newly implemented co-
op and John Carpenter working on 
cinematics, need I say more? 
23. Dragon Age II (Windows, X box 
360, PS3) 
The sequel to the 2009 bestseller, 
DAII takes place in the same world, 
but within the Free Marches. Here we 
follow Hawke, whose story we must 
play through over a span of ten years 
By Cody Klyne, Arts Editor Vancouverites will be gifted an opportunity to witness 
a different side of Glover. . .in the director 's chair. 
! can't say for sure when it happened. Perhaps it's a movement that originated in the basement of someone's parent's house, or in the backroom of 
a community centre. Or maybe it's just the natural 
way of things for any city as it develops culturally and 
explodes creatively, like an organic sort of yin-yang 
parallel. Regardless of its history, intriguing as it is, 
Vancouver's fortunate evolution into a hotbed (and 
sanctuary) for cult cinema makers, the quirky films 
they create, and the fans that migrate from theatre 
after theatre in their support is a great thing. From 
marathons to midnight screenings, there aren't enough 
hours in a day for those savvy enthusiasts among us. 
This upcoming weekend, starting on the evening of 
January 14, provides little reprieve from the action. 
One man, two words: Crispin Glover. 
Few who know me should be surprised to learn of 
my fondness for this quirky and eccentric cinematic 
Renaissance man. Glover's screen roles run the gamut. 
From the nervous and bumbling George McFly in the 
Back to the Future movies, to deranged rat-charmer 
and titular character of 2003's Willard remake, to 
more recently portraying the Knave of Hearts in 
2010's Tim Burton treatment of Alice in Wonderland, 
Glover has an ineffable penchant for being able to 
believably portray bizarre characters in comparatively 
conventional scenes. This weekend however, 
Making a three night in person presentation at 
Pacific Cinematheque (1131 Howe Street), Glover 
will be showcasing the first two of his prospective It? 
trilogy. Anticipated for the first and third night, January 
14 & 16, It is Fin! EVERYTHING IS FIN. is Glover's 
second feature work as a director and follows the 
poetically savage and ultimately strange exploits of a 
man coping with cerebral palsy, his sexual frustrations, 
and how they manifest through his actions in the world 
around him. Day two sees a change of pace as What is 
it?, Glover's 2005 directorial debut, steals the focus for 
the night. Having been described, when possible, as a 
high watermark in unconventional and bizarre cinema, 
I won't attempt to tackle describing this one here. 
If you're not put off by provocative and potentially 
disturbing material, I'd say this is one to watch. 
Each night is followed up by a slideshow 
presentation, alternating between Crispin Hellion 
Glover's Big Slide Show Part 1 & 2, and a Q&A 
session. So whether you're a fan of Glover, the avant-
garde and strange, or cinema in general, this weekend 
at Pacific Cinematheque is looking like the place 
you'll want to be. 
This event is 18+. Tickets are $23 ($20 without the 
membership charge.) 
in his life. 
22. Bulletstorm (Windows, Xbox 
360, PS3) 
From the minds that brought us 
Gears of War comes Bulletstorm, an 
epic first person shooter that judges 
its players on how over-the-top their 
kills are. 
21. Mortal Kombat (Xbox 360, PS3) 
Set after MK: Armageddon, 
but taking place in the world of 
the original three games, MK is 
simulta?eously a sequel and a 
revamp. More importantly, we' re 
getting fatalities in 2.5D! 
Honourable Mention: Lost In 
Shadow (Wii) (Released January 4) 
What was previously expected 
to be an impressive title fell flat in its 
game play, attempting to rely solely 
on its graphics. Hopefully future 
honourable mentions won't face the 
same fate. 
That's the list for this week; we'll 
be counting down numbers 20-11 in 
the next issue of The Other Press. 
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Tune in: January CD release calendar 
2011 kicks off in a big way 
By Cody Klyne, Arts Editor 
The January CD release calendar is stacked. Starting the year of the rabbit off with a bang-
with new discs dropping from The 
Dears, Iron & Wine, and Bright Eyes 
to name a few-here's to hoping the 
whole of 2011 holds up after such a 
strong start. Here're my top four most 
anticipated releases over the month 
ahead . 
January 11 
Cage the Elephant- Thank you, 
Happy Birthday 
The sophomore release from the 
boys from Kentucky, all I can hope 
for is a further refinement of the same 
catchy, hard-hitting formula that 
made their self-titled debut back in 
2009 one of my favourites of the year. 
While it's a little tired of the gents 
to be emphasizing the 1/11/11 date 
of release, undoubtedly just another 
bullet point on their promotional 
· hit list, the fact that they put up the 
album in full on their Myspace last 
week more than makes up for the 
kitschiness. Check it out! 
January 18 
The Decemberists -The King Is 
Dead 
By now I think it's come to 
the point when you either love or 
hate The Decemberists . I, surprise, 
surprise, happen to fall into the 
Love camp. With 2009's Hazard's of 
Love cementing the band as a force 
not yet spent, taking listeners on an 
emotionally heavy journey marked by 
as many rushing swells as there were 
gentle reprieves, The King Is Dead is 
shaping up to be a return, and perhaps 
a retooling of, a more familiar sound 
for the band (think more along the 
lines of Crane Wife and Picaresque .) 
Expect a review for this one sometime 
within the coming weeks . 
January 25 
Cold War Kids - Mine Is Yours 
Relatively new to Cold War Kids, 
I picked up their sophomore (Loyalty 
to Loyaly, 2008) over a year late, 
there's a strength and soulfulness to 
the combined vocal efforts brought to 
the table by Nathan Willet and Jonnie 
Russell that you don't hear every 
day that really makes them unique. 
That said, backed up by quaking 
percussion, molasses-thick bass, and 
snappy guitar, Cold War Kids deserve 
your attention even if their vocal 
styling's fail to wow you. 
January 31 
The Go! Team - Rolling Blackouts 
Dear Go! Team, you've been 
I have fallen in love with Cafe Deux Soleils 
By Matthew Visser 
!absolutely love the cliche saying "I'm a poet and didn't even know it" and though sometimes 
true, there are those who do know 
it; man, do I love the people who 
do. But does this saying work for 
everyone? Well, I'm not too sure, 
but I do know that on Commercial 
Drive, if you take a gander over 
to S'h Street, there lies Cafe Deux 
Soleils, a place where any person 
can get up on stage and spit out or 
read a story or poem of any topic. 
These speakers talk, and in turn tell 
a little about themselves, to a crowd 
of eager poetry lovers who chant and 
cheer when they are done. 
From one poetry lover to next, I 
must admit, I support and commend 
anyone who gets up on that stage. 
With all lights on them as they stand 
in front of the crowd filled with 
eager ears waiting to hear lines, 
words, and sometimes stanzas, the 
pressure's on. Sadly, sometimes, I 
think poems are meant to be read 
and not spoken; coming across as a 
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work of art that I want to hear again, 
but can't. 
In a city as diverse and open-
ended as Vancouver, let alone The 
Drive, there's a kind of individual 
and outspoken word which carries 
on though the transit system to 
the homeless sitting on the street 
comers, the weed shops, and the 
impromptu cement nap takers. These 
people and more help to carry the 
message of the spoken word poetry 
slams which the little cafe has been 
doing since 1996. Deux Soleils sells 
beer in canning jars, plays only local 
music from the Vancouver area, and 
serves only vegetarian food. People 
come to speak their poetry and tell 
stories. Stories varying from what 
it's like being gay and lesbian, being 
students and how the school and the 
education system is really pissing 
them off, to old people talking 
about how telemarketers waste their 
well deserved free time, to past 
stories of broken hearts-the single 
guy looking for love-and very 
dysfunctional families. 
The atmosphere at the cafe is 
uncanny to the people that attend; 
whether they are green, peace loving 
hippies, vegetarians who want to 
enjoy a delicious meal, people on a 
date, or people that are just there on 
Monday nights, like me, who want 
to hear spoken word and poetry 
slams. There is a sense in The Drive 
area that gives its residents, walkers, 
cyclists (which I love to see), and 
even the level faced hipsters who 
dress as if they have a tab at the 
thrift shops or vintage clothing 
stores, a want to become a part of it . 
It's a feeling that, when entering the 
cafe, is only emphasized. And this 
fits perfectly into its "Urban Village" 
(The Georgia Straight) for the people 
who want to keep The Drive the 
way it has always been: away from 
downtown and away from its ever 
changing lifestyle. Where else could 
you want to put Cafe Deux Soleils? 
Cafe Deux Soleils is a place to 
hang out with your friends, a place 
to get a great meal, a place to just 
grab a beer when thirsty, or a place 
to watch and listen to spoken word 
and poetry slams. On Commercial 
making my brain smile ever since 
(what must have been a freak, super 
secret explosion at the World Music 
Lab of Awesome back) in 2004 
when you released your essential 
Thunder, Lightning, Strike . Brilliantly 
combining aspects of pop, rap, indie 
rock and more to create something 
new and exciting with every release; 
I have huge, well-founded hopes in 
this one. 
Drive where the vagabonds walk and 
disappear and people work to make 
life happen; there is a small little 
cafe that on Monday night's people 
get up on stage and speak into a 
microphone to a crowd of strangers. 
This is where people get to let out 
emotions or just talk about a problem 
of their past and, you know what, the 
listeners love it; because it takes a 
certain amount of courage to get up 
and talk in front of people who, just 
like me, love the act of writing and 
poetry, and do it with conviction and 
smooth lines of emotions. Because, 
isn't this what spoken word and 
public speaking is really about? 
For me, it's kind of a way of 
letting my voice be heard by a bunch 
of random strangers and have it 
heard all along the drive; home to 
the small cafe I have fallen in love 
with . 
There are poetry slams and/ 
or open mic nights every Monday. 
For more info Google Cafe Deux 
Soleils, or check their website (www. 
cafedeuxsoleils.com) for event 
details. 
By Stephanie Trembath, 
Life and Style Editor 
Full time student, part-time lifeguard, and life-long aspiring fashion designer Sarah 
Houlihan spent the final weeks of 
December buying the supplies she 
needed to create her winter wardrobe 
in between cramming for her final 
exams. According to her dad, "If 
Sarah spent as much time studying 
as she did sewing, she would have 
a full paid scholarship through 
school", which doesn't do much for 
her medieval literature degree, but 
at least goes to show her talent and 
aspirations in the fashion industry. 
Despite her lacking of funds, 
Sarah decidedly tries to spend the 
least amount of money on her outfits 
while still creating pieces that are 
stylish in an offbeat way. While she 
doesn't deliberately create pieces 
that are outlandish and loud, her 
style can be described as a mixture 
of bohemian chic and whimsical 
glamour. Her motto "I don't ever 
want to look like anyone else; if 
life and StYle 
le sawv guide to standing out 
someone else has worn it than it gives 
me more incentive to do my own 
thing". While many women would be 
happy with finding the perfect black 
dress for a really good price, Sarah 
doesn't stop there, she goes out of 
her way to cut, tear, sew, and re-style 
everything about the dress until it 
looks like an entirely different piece 
of clothing. 
This year the yeti vest hit stores 
all over North America; H&M, 
Urban Outfitters, and even upscale 
Club Monaco carried these furry 
fashion pieces in a wide assortment 
of whites, browns, greys , and blacks . 
Now, to pull off this piece you 
need to completely disregard what 
anyone says or thinks of you, and 
carefully build the rest of your outfit 
around this one piece, or you'll end 
up looking like a clothing rack for 
unwanted dress-up garments. While 
yeti vests were one of this seasons 
popular pieces,last Christmas Sarah 
spent four days making her own knee 
length, furry white yeti vest that she 
pulled out of the back of her moms 
closet. All it took was a bit of cutting 
and tucking so that the furry white 
coat could be turned into a neat little 
vest. Because the yeti vest wasn't big 
until this season, last winter Sarah 
proudly accepted the snide remarks 
and stares she received whenever she 
wore her creation outdoors, and today 
will tell everyone that she was a year 
ahead in the yeti vest style. 
Regardless of her eccentric 
style, most of her pieces are easy to 
make, as Sarah says "all it takes is a 
bit of individualism; I enjoy sharing 
who I am through what I wear" . Her 
long, gold-chain charm necklace 
she made is one of her select pieces 
of jewellery that shares her unique 
persona through fashion, as she hung 
a handful of little charms off the 
necklace that she found at Michaels 
Craft store. 
"It's just like a charm bracelet, 
only I put it on the necklace I bought 
from H&M. Each little charm means 
something to me and represents a 
bit of my personality. The globe is 
for my love of travel, the scissors 
show how I love to sew, and the 
little camera is for my passion for 
photography." 
A simple way to put together 
a unique outfit is through your 
jewellery; creating a signature style 
comes with wearing pieces that are 
representative of the person, and 
come to identify you, so that when 
people see you they will remember; 
"oh she was the girl who wore the 
funky necklace" or "wow that shirt 
was cool". A plain white shirt and 
jeans is easily transformed with 
Sarah's charm-chain necklace that 
she put together for under $20, which 
prove you do not have to spend a lot 
to stand out and look nice. 
Much alike Audrey Hepburn's 
boyish charm, or Catherine Baba's 
turban trend, Sarah is known 
among her peers and family for her 
simple yet iconic style and ability 
to manipulate clothes to suit her 
individual designs. 
"Right now I am focusing on 
myself while I get through school, 
but who knows" Sarah says, "once I 
graduate I may go to fashion school, 
you can always grow and learn 
more". 
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By Stephanie Trembath, 
Life and Style Editor 
I f you spend the better half of your winter hitting the slopes you had better dress the part; keeping warm 
is number one especially if you plan 
on going night skiing to save $20, but 
wearing bright colors and funky designs 
that you normally wouldn't wear is half 
the fun while you're up on the mountain . 
An ultra-bright, crazily patterned, 
and ridiculously miss-matched attire is 
the usual dress code while snowboarding 
or skiing; most riders will opt to wear 
something that is super bright and crazy 
to make up for the similarity that most 
boarders adhere to. Your standard jacket, 
pants, gloves, and toque need to be worn 
in order to keep warm, however, keeping 
warm doesn't necessarily mean that you 
need to look standard and boring. 
Fashion will follow you anywhere 
and everywhere you go; Ride's 
Contraband bindings are the latest 
technology in snowboarding gear. With 
a step-in strap instead of the traditional 
ratchet toe strap, these bindings are 
incredibly responsive and take less 
time to take on and off in-between lifts . 
While they may look like a replication 
of a sandal with a thin strap corning up 
between the middle of your boot, the 
Contraband bindings so far have been a 
hit with snowboarding buffs and are the 
anticipated design for all new bindings. 
In 2008 , Burton released the 
snowboard 'Love' Series to the dismay of 
parents all over the globe , which consisted 
of four different playboy models in the 
nude as their main design. While most 
would argue that nude girls and extreme 
sports go hand in hand and all you would 
need to perfect the day is a stiff drink, 
parents were less than thrilled to see 
that naked women were the marketing 
attraction for their boys sporting gear. 
This year, Burtons 'Love' Series for 2011 
features vintage play girls fully clothed in 
sexy outfits dressed as shipmates, nurses, 
and cowgirls, and comes fully equipped 
with all the same advantages featured 
with the previously designed board, minus 
· the tits and ass. 
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If you don 't have the cash to spend 
frivolously on the latest boarding gear, 
pick something flashy and fun to wear 
on your head; a crazy toque or stylish 
goggles go a long way. Up the mountain, 
I have seen it all ; you have the style savvy 
seasoned boarders whose skill and trendy 
designs place them in a category all their 
own, but then you have the beginners 
and middle men who will wear just about 
anything to stand out. Jester hats, animal 
toques, scarves adorned with bells, neon 
and gold goggles, and even a full-on 
banana suit over top the ski jacket and 
pants. With all the new designs, colors, 
and trends, every run becomes a catwalk 
for crazier outfits every time I go. 
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Living with friends still leaves room to grow 
By Jacey Gibb 
W ether it's the first time leaving the nest or it's the third time moving this year, finding 
roommates is usually the first step. Once 
you've found your co-inhabitants, you can 
begin establishing expectations (how many 
rooms, location) and then watch as those 
expectations get lowered and lowered as you 
realize they were unrealistic to start off with. 
Either way, if you find one of your friends is 
also in the market for a roommate, I highly 
suggest you partner up. 
I'm not guaranteeing a hundred percent 
success rate for friends turned roommates 
by any means. I've seen several instances 
where people couldn't get enough of each 
other. .. until they tried living under the same 
roof. But as long as you're careful and take 
necessary precautions, signing a lease with a 
friend can be a blast. 
The first advantage to living with 
friends as opposed to living with strangers is 
obvious: you know the person. You have a 
general understanding of their likes, and most 
importantly their dislikes, if they're reliable, 
if they're clean/messy or if they're likely 
to invade your privacy. When you agree to 
be roommates with someone you haven't 
known on a personal level for any period of 
time, you're never sure what you' re signing 
up for. Not to say that all strangers posting 
want ads for roommates are serial killers , but 
it's nice if a basis of trust has been formed 
BEFORE you're sharing a wall with them. 
If you love someone, leave them! 
By Stephanie Trembath, 
Life and Style Editor 
I have lived with family, friends, and total strangers I picked up off of craigslist , and I can honestly and 
easily say that I cannot wait for the day 
when I graduate and have enough money 
to live on my own. Nothing against my 
family and friends , but when it comes 
to sharing the same small space with 
others, I prefer my solitude over constant 
company. 
There are many reasons why you 
should never live with friends ; at least 
while you are in school. I mean, during 
midterms and exams tension runs high, a 
cloud of angst and apprehension follows 
you like a looming cloud of doom, and 
everything else in your life is ignored 
while you develop a thesis or study 
notes you hardly remember taking (if 
you bothered taking them at all). These 
"things" that may get ignored may include 
a list of daily tasks that fall to the wayside 
such as: laundry, dishes, cleaning, 
cooking, eating, bathing, and feeding 
the cat, or you do what I do and hastily 
ask for a muffin with your venti coffee 
and haphazardly cram it into your mouth 
while contemplating which textbook to 
open first . 
While you may think that your 
friends will understand why your 
underwear has been sitting beside the tub 
for two days, and be sympathetic to why 
you have been devouring their groceries , 
or why you need absolute silence for 
the next three weeks, they won't . They 
may say "ITS OK" but it isn ' t. When 
you are comfortable with family and 
friends , traditional lines of respect and 
courtesy's are eventually forgotten and 
ignored because you think they already 
love you so it's OK. I repeat; it is never 
OK and it will permanently damage 
good friendships and relationships if it 
is carried on too long . I was one of those 
"ITS OK" people, even when it wasn ' t 
when I was living with friends; I told 
myself the little messes that grew didn't 
bug me and that I didn ' t mind the constant 
noise and demands . But I did , and my 
friend thought it was OK because we were 
so close and that nothing could change 
our relationship. I got out of there, and 
needless to say the friendship thankfully 
survived. 
I currently live in a houseful of 
women (six to be exact) that I met on 
craigslist. Before the Christmas break I 
had no wall and no door. ~t me explain; 
my "room" is a living room that has been 
separated into two bedrooms, which 
means the rent is ridiculously cheap 
but privacy is somewhat non-existent. 
Over Christmas my living-room-sharing 
roommate asked her dad to build a wall 
where the curtain was, and my adjacent 
doorframe that leads to the hallway 
finally received a door. However, for the 
first three months I lived there, I had no 
door and no wall. When I lived at home 
(with three sisters and my mom) I had 
four walls and a lock on my door to keep 
people out, but no matter how hard I 
tried my stuff would always go missing. 
Clothes, make-up, books,jackets, stereo 
and ipod, bathing suits, alcohol; you name 
it and it would mysteriously disappear 
only to never be returned, or returned 
broken and useless. 
In my current residence, even 
though I am living with more women 
If you know the person too, you're more 
inclined to know if it's a good rnatchup or 
not. Maybe you're both looking to focus on 
academics ·this year or maybe you both want 
to stay up late every night playing beer pong; 
as long as the lifestyles are similar. Chances 
are if you're a person that needs their eight 
hours of sleep, finding out the second night 
together that your new roommate frequently 
comes home from the bar at two am to pass 
out watching cartoons isn't the housing 
situation you've been dreaming of. 
A huge issue growing up for me was 
trust. It seemed anytime I wasn't in my room, 
one of my brothers was going through my 
things and taking stuff. I don't think I could 
live with someone that I didn't completely 
trust. I don't have millions of dollars lying 
with no wall and no door, none of my 
things ever went missing or were used; 
which furthers my point that when you 
have a relationship with someone, they 
will always think it is OK to cross you 
even when it isn't . Living in a houseful 
of strangers means that none of us will 
ever cross those lines; nobody steals each 
other's stuff, or leaves messes of dishes 
in the sink or clothes in the bathroom, 
or blasts music really loud at all hours 
of the night or day. We all have our own 
interests and agendas , so while we all do 
our own thing we are totally respectful of 
each other at all times. 
Honestly, it sometimes gets lonely, 
but I figure while I am in school trying 
to balance my studies, work, and social 
life, I can suffer a few years in a residence 
where I have to wait in line after the 
cat to use the toilet (yes the cat is toilet 
trained, go figure) and are subject to 
post-it notes all over the house reading 
"PLEASE PLACE UfENSILS FACE 
DOWN IN WASHING MACHINE", and 
"LAUNDRY HOURS BETWEEEN 9AM 
AND 9PM PLS" and "IF YOU HEAR 
SHOWER RUNNING DO NOT FLUSH 
TOILET= BURNING!". 
Living with friends has its benefits, 
but living with strangers is even better. 
You can be a bitch without worrying 
about hurting your friend's feelings, and 
by be a bitch I am referring to being 
abrasive and honest with others you 
live with. For example, my roommate 
was prone to having extremely loud and 
raunchy sex with her boyfriend on Sunday 
afternoons (apparently she missed the do-
not-have-loud-sex memo that is put into 
effect when you move out with others). If 
this were orie of my friends , firstly I don't 
in my closet but not having to consciously 
count the loonies on my nightstand every 
time I leave is refreshing. 
If you decide to live with a close friend, 
be careful of overexposure. You' ll be seeing 
each other almost every day which can be 
fun, but depending on the foundation of the 
friendship, it could get old fast. Just be sure to 
maintain a life independent of each other so if 
one of you needs space, it's there. 
Where you live should be less of 
a house and more of a home. If your 
roommates are strangers that you don't know 
and even might not get along with, it will be 
harder to establish a welcoming environment. 
Choosing my best friend to be my roommate 
is definitely a decision I can live with. 
think any of my girlfriends would do this 
to me, and secondly I would be incredibly 
embarrassed to ask my friend to quiet 
down . However, I didn't know this girl 
so I told her to knock off the porno flick 
imitations, at least while I was home. I 
realize you want to be intimate with your 
significant other, but it's possible to have 
sex quietly, or perhaps it's time to get a 
place with your partner. 
While I am sure my current room-
mates don' t hate me, they are probably 
not my biggest fans either, especially 
after the whole sex episode and the day 
I freaked out about the cat coming in 
my room and hacking up hairballs. I am 
courteous, keep to myself, tidy up messes, 
and will lend out books , DVD' s , and 
even clothes if asked. I am not a bitch by 
nature, I just do not like to beat around the 
bush when I want something done or like 
things a certain way. At this point in my 
life I am busy with school and work, so I 
like to relax and enjoy my friends, which 
I am pretty sure wouldn' t last if we were 
sharing the same roof arguing over who 
wore whose jacket last and whose turn it 
is to clean the toilet . 
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A salute to the Vancouver mountains 
By Matthew Visser 
I have travelled across thi s country for the past three years and have never gotten bored with seeing 
new things and meeting new people . 
In fact , sometimes I even go back to 
places I have been before just to see 
the same amazing places and people 
I have made friendships with already. 
But I never took for granted what I 
have had back home living in PoCo 
for 21 years and going back and forth 
to Vancouver whenever I felt the need 
to. 
Whenever I would leave, either 
by plane or car, I always had to leave 
behind the mountains. And this is 
always a sad point in my travels 
because I know I am leaving behind 
a part of my childhood, a part which 
all residents of the Lower Mainland 
wake up to in the morning and see 
the giants which look over us night 
and day. Waking up from my house, 
I can look out the back sliding door 
and see Burke Mountain and not too 
far to the right lays the giant Golden 
Ears Mountains which towers above 
everything looking up at them. At this 
time of the year, when the snow has 
come to stay and covers everything in 
higher elevation, I see The Ears and 
am amazed with what I get to wake 
up to every day. 
Over the Christmas break I was 
lucky enough to have some friends 
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who lived in the Vancouver area. 
During this period I often rode the 
sky train , which is a favourite past 
time of mine . I know you must be 
thinking I am nuts for riding the sky 
train and actually enjoying it, but here 
is one major reason I love it: the view. 
I feel that Vancouverites and other 
Lower Mainland residents take the 
mountains and the view for granted . 
People from all over the world travel 
here to see and admire, and we never 
truly take the time to appreciate 
the mountains we have around us. 
Sure, there are the hundreds of 
snowboarders and skiers who take the 
trip up to the mountain tops to enjoy 
the splendours of disposable money 
and the other sports which come with 
winter. Luckily Mother Nature has 
given the local mountains a nice layer 
of the white stuff this season and the 
snow covered mountains have a view 
which is breath taking and majestic on 
a level which would bring tears to any 
prairie boy's eye. 
As I am sitting in my sky train 
seat looking at the mountains, I want 
to make the sky train stop and have 
everyone in the train cease whatever 
it is that they are doing, gaze out at 
what they probably just interpret 
as an everyday occurrence, and 
admire something which should be 
appreciated by everyone. 
Mt. Baker lies within Washington 
State not any further than an hour and 
a half drive from my house in PoCo 
and on a clear day it graces us with its 
presence . When walking along The 
Dyke on PoCo, where you can get a 
view of all eastern mountain ranges, 
this is where someone can get the best 
view of the Valley Mountains. This 
is what I get to see every day (well , 
except on rainy days when the clouds 
hover low) and I think of how lucky I 
am to see these giants daily. 
But as I travelled closer to 
Vancouver I was able to see the 
Lions and Grouse Mountain, and as 
I got even closer I was able to see 
Cypress Mountain. As I ventured 
my eye sight a little further, I was 
able to see mountains which I know 
not the name of, but who hold snow 
longer and grow higher and deeper 
into the Coastal Mountain range. 
These mountains hold in them an 
adventurers' dream of climbing and 
discovering what they hold on top and 
is 
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within. These mountains are the ones 
which all extreme outdoors people 
strive to conquer. Where outback 
skiers and snowboarders try and make 
names for themselves while gliding 
down back country slopes and in-
between trees, over rocks and down 
cliffs; the mere thought of it makes 
me want to try and learn how to ski 
and snowboard . 
It is not until this Vancouver boy 
left these mountains behind that I 
was truly able to admire them and 
not take them for granted . The people 
ofthe Lower Mainland live in one 
of the most beautifully landscaped 
environments in the world. So the 
next time you are on the sky train or 
going for a drive somewhere, take 
a moment to look around you and 
where you live; because if you ever 
have to leave them like I did, you 
won't know when you will be back to 
look at them again. 
Getting back on budget 
By Kennedy Kierans 
January is a popular time to detoxify, clean out your closets, and get in shape. But what about 
your finances? They may be in pretty 
bad condition after the holidays and 
need some attention too. 
There are a lot of things you can 
do to get your money situation back 
on track, but first you need to find out 
how bad it is. Check your account 
balances and credit card balances. 
How much money do you have? How 
much do you owe? 
Now that you know where you're 
at, you need to figure out where your 
want to get to. What is your goal? 
And, how will you get there? There 
are lot of things students can do; here 
are some of the key ones: 
Become aware of your 
spending. The easiest ways to do this 
are to put away your debit and credit 
cards and use cash only. It's very easy 
to become disconnected from your 
spending when you are using plastic. 
Also, write down, every day, what you 
spend your money on. This will help 
you see where your money goes and 
why you're broke by the third week of 
the month. 
Cut down on your big 
indulgences. Driving is great, but if 
your money is really tight in other 
areas, you might want to cut back. 
You don't necessarily have to cut it 
out entirely, two hours on transit after 
your Tuesday night class can be really 
tough, but you might want to consider 
taking the bus other days. 
Cut down on your little 
indulgences. Tim Horton's or 
Starbucks can be a great way to start a 
day, but the money can definitely add 
up. Again, you don't necessarily have 
to cut it out entirely, and it's stressful 
to feel deprived, but you might want 
to consider cutting down. How about 
two or three days a week, instead of 
every day? 
Get a handle on the little 
details. A lot of money can be wasted 
on bank fees. Go to the bank machine 
just once a week for the money you'll 
need for that week, and make sure it's 
a machine from your bank. There's no 
point paying more than you have to 
for the right to use your own money. 
Late fees can also drain a lot of money 
from your account. Know what the 
rental periods are at your favourite 
video store or, better yet, see if you 
can borrow the video, for free, from 
our library. Beware, though, we charge 
fees too if you're late returning it. 
There are lots of other ideas out 
there; just Goo_gle "budgeting hints." 
With just a few simple changes, you 
could find yourself more financially 
comfortable during the month. You 
might even have money left at the 
end! 
Insufficient (fun)ds: Movieland Arcade 
A safe-haven for those in their quarter-life crisis 
By Jacey Gibb 
One of the feelings I miss most from being a kid was the thrill that came with 
receiving a single quarter. To a child, 
twenty five cents holds an incredible 
amount of potential: you could buy 
several five cent candies or if you 
could get your hands on a couple 
pennies more, you could even splurge 
on one of those larger sour soothers 
or coke bottles. As you grew older 
though, you realized that twenty 
five cents doesn't go too far and that 
you'd need about thirty more just 
like it before you could start to afford 
anything decent. However, I'm here 
to tell you that there's still a place 
where mindless enjoyment is only a 
quarter away: Movieland Arcade 
True, arcade games didn't go 
extinct or anything. Almost every 
movie theatre around has a comer 
of the lobby dedicated to consoles, 
both from your childhood and the 
ones you WISH were from your 
childhood. All you have to do is cash 
in a loonie and then you'll receive 
three tokens. But wait, that racing 
game costs four tokens to play so 
that means you have to give the 
change machine ANOTHER loonie. 
And then you're stuck with two left 
over tokens with no way to get rid of 
them. Don't you love overly complex 
setups that are specifically designed 
to make you spend more money than 
you want to? 
At Movieland Arcade, the 
simplicity of arcade games has been 
preserved in a way that's familiar and 
comforting. The process is simple: 
walk in, place your money at the 
stand where you enter and say how 
many dollars worth of quarters you'll 
need (spoilers: it won't be enough) 
and then you're good to go. A little 
over half of the games cost fifty cents 
but an almost equal amount only cost 
a quarter. From the moment you walk 
through the doors you'll be greeted 
with a sense of nostalgia as you're 
drawn to the Jurassic Park Lost 
World jeep directly in front of you. 
Then you'll break eye-contact just 
long enough to see that Time Crisis 
2 lies just to your right and is just 
mode. 
If shooting games aren't your 
thing (?) an impressive row of pinball 
machines are lined up along the left 
side of the arcade, ranging from 
classics like Playboy andAddam's 
Family to impressive newer editions 
like Terminator and Star Wars 
Episode 1, my personal favourite, 
which has a screen that plays movie 
clips to correspond with different . 
bonuses and challenges in the game. 
An arsenal of racing games can 
be found to the left of the pinball 
machines but I'd recommend not 
wasting your time. Though they can 
be fun when you have four or five 
friends racing each other, the races 
are short-lived and never seem worth 
it. 
Near the back you can find other 
games that you forgot about until just 
now like Area 51, Gauntlet Legends 
and even Ms Pacman. I always 
avoided playing Big Buck Hunter 
at bars when I would see that it cost 
one to two dollars each round, but at 
Movieland its only fifty cents. Let me 
tell you, that price drop has made me 
shoot virtual deer like never before. 
And of course, make sure to save a 
couple quarters for a game of Crazy 
Taxi on your way out (right next to 
Time Crisis 2). 
If you're downtown on Granville 
Street I highly recommend checking 
out Movieland Arcade (its right by 
the Commodore Ballroom). It's a 
fun way to revisit the fossils from 
your past without having to spend 
thousands on a pinball machine for 
the basement. 
Damage: Depends. $5 should last 
about half an hour · 
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The overexposure of hipster jokes 
Are they still Hip? 
By Jacey Gibb 
Poking fun at different cliques has been around since the word clique itself. It's even 
arguable that before a new 'group' 
can emerge to be considered as such, 
jokes about them HAVE to be made. 
It's hard to pinpoint exactly when 
the great hipster explosion occurred 
but as was expected, along with it 
came criticisms. At first the jabs were 
everything you wanted in a joke: they 
were funny, relevant and original. 
Unfortunately, as often happens, with 
popularity came overexposure and so 
it was: RIP hipster jokes. 
A bit overdramatic? Maybe. 
But it doesn't change the fact that 
everywhere you look there are 
parodies of people doing things 
hipsters do or hipsters complaining 
Fare-ly ugly 
about hipsters. The irony isn't lost 
on me. They prefer things that are 
unpopular which results in these 
things becoming popular. It's an 
unstoppable cycle that will probably 
never end. 
My main quarrel comes in 
the form of how overdone this 
mockery has become. Last summer 
Honda developed a series of ads 
in promotion for the new Jazz, a 
car that boasts 'heaps' of space. 
In one of the advertisements titled 
'How_ much Hipster can you 
Pack in a Jazz?', countless plaid 
donning, environmentally conscious, 
condescending hipsters pile into 
the vehicle to demonstrate the car's 
impressive capacity. At one point 
the lead hipster even remarks to 
a passerby 'look at that f*cking 
hipster', a reference to the website by 
Translink puts advertisements on new FareCards 
By Sharon Miki 
With the U-Pass finally green-lit and on track for Douglas College students 
this summer, you'd think that we 
could give transit issues a rest for a 
few months. Still, take one look at 
your FareCard this January and its 
clear that those scamps at TransLink 
have other plans. And they're not 
pretty. 
As of January 2011, TransLink 
monthly FareCards are adorned with 
advertisements that take up nearly 
half of their front surface. These new 
FareCard ads are tacky, tactless and, 
frankly, not worth the nickel they paid 
for them. 
I understand that a bus pass is 
not meant to be a beacon of artistic 
splendour, it's just an $81 to $151 
slip of paper that allows you to trudge 
onto public transit. However, the 
passes are paid-for commodities, 
purchased by commuters; as such, 
there is a reasonable expectation that, 
just because we want to participate 
in public transit, we will not be 
forced to become walking mini-
billboards for products, companies 
and organizations that we may not 
endorse. 
Economically, I can understand 
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the argument that we might not mind 
the ads if they're going to be big, fare-
reducing money-makers. However, 
according to TransLink, the ads will 
guarantee only $84,000 in revenue per 
year, or about $7,000 each month. As 
of March 2007, TransLink sold about 
131,000 FareCards in a month. So, 
roughly, TransLink will make barely 
five cents per card sold; in exchange 
for advertisements that transit-goers 
will carry on their person at almost all 
times and will have to look at several 
times a day. Not worth it. 
Still not convinced? Let's say 
you buy a new car. You buy the 
car, even though the price has been 
steadily increasing while the quality 
and reliability seem to worsen- hey, 
you need to get around. You sign the 
papers and it's sort of a clunker, but 
you're happy because you've got your 
own transportation lined up. Sweet! 
Then, before you can drive off, the 
salesman walks out and spray paints 
your car with the number for his 
trampy sister-in-law's door-to-door 
Avon business. You try to protest but 
he's tells you that having the ad on the 
mode of transportation you take with 
you everywhere is the price you pay 
to keep the future cost of fixing the 
windshield wiper down, theoretically. 
Would you accept it? I don't think so. 
almost the exact name. The comment 
is no doubt meant to be ironic, which 
is what the hipster culture is all about. 
The internet is the worst offender 
of overdoing the hipster belittlement. 
Faster than can be viewed, videos 
on YouTube of people imitating 
hipsters are popping up while other 
websites found their entire basis on 
the concept. One of the best examples 
of this would be Hipster Hitler. The 
website consists of comics portraying 
Hitler as a young-spirited, indie 
dictator who tries hard not to do what 
all the other dictators are doing. The 
only problem is half the comics are 
simply making the same joke over 
and over again. I wish I could rant 
about Hipster Puppies, a place where 
people can take pictures of their best 
friends with thick-rimmed glasses and 
PBR cans, but the end result is too 
If you want to enjoy the fare-
saving splendour of monthly 
FareCards, you have no choice but to 
endorse those that TransLink decrees 
you support through the flashing of 
your card. Reading the fine print, 
adorable for me to argue with. 
Hipster jokes are kind of like 
fart jokes: used sparingly in the right 
place and the right time, they're 
worth a few laughs. All I'm asking 
for here is some moderation. We 
don't want hipster jokes to become 
mainstream, now do we? 
it's clear that any tampering, altering 
or defacement of the card nullifies 
its validity. As such, I think I might 
start up a little side business selling 
specially-designed FareCard holders, 
which will cover about half of the 
front surface, making it ad-free. 
By Sharon Miki 
People are always complaining about how kids toys aren't educational enough, but what 
about when they're educational but 
also just plain weird? Or when they 
make you oddly uncomfortable? 
Much in the same vein as the 
now-infamous Dora the Explorer 
Aqua Pet-a children's bath toy which 
aroused unfortunate comparisons to 
adult phallic playthings-the new 
SpongeBob SquarePants Bikini 
Bottom Groom & Go shaving kit from 
Nickelodeon teeters on the tightrope of 
inappropriateness. 
The toy, which features a photo of 
a little boy demonstrating the product 
on his face, is marketed to children 
aged three-years and up. Bikini Bottom 
is the fictional town where the cartoon 
character SpongeBob SquarePants 
allegedly lives. As such, while the 
context of the name was surely meant 
to be inn9Cent, the combination of 
"bikini bottom," "razor" and "shave" 
in the toy's name immediately brings 
forth mature, adult grooming ideas to 
anyone of age. 
While much of the initial, adult 
cringe worthiness comes from the toy's 
regrettable name, the idea of a shaving 
kit of any kind for toddlers also strikes 
me as a bit off. What three year old 
needs to learn how to shave? Though 
a lot of children use their parents and 
adults as models for their make-believe 
games-playing house, etc-teaching 
small children to shave, even in a 
playful way, seems unnecessary. 
If anything, is it not dangerous to 
encourage small kids to pick up razors 
and go to town with them? What if 
they come across mommy or daddy's 
real-life sharp razor? 
Though I suppose it's possible 
that the toymakers took the idea of 
remaining kids at heart a little too 
seriously and were operating under a 
cloud of child-like naivete throughout 
the process of product development, 
someone should have noticed that there 
are a few too many things off with this 
product to make it suitable for three-
year-aids. Even if the toys intended 
use is not for girls bikini-areas (as the 
name would suggest), the word choice 
used in its title should have stood out 
to someone along the line from this 
toy's creation to release. Besides, is 
there really nothing else that we can 
give them to play with in the bath? 
Overall, this toy just seems like too 
much trouble and not very much fun. 
Perhaps toy buyers should leave this 
one on the shelf. 
If you're aged 18-30, live in BC, and want to 
learn about transportation, sustainability and 
planning, apply to attend by January 31, 2011. 
See translink.calbcyouthsummit for full details! 
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Douglas College sports kick back into action 
By Josh Martin, Sports Editor 
The New Year has begun and the second semester is already in full gear which means that the 
world of Douglas College sports gets 
back into full action this week with 
the men's and women's basketball 
teams squaring off on Friday night in 
a heated battle against the Langara 
College Falcons at your very own 
Douglas College. 
The Friday night showdown starts 
off with the women's team tipping 
off at 6 pm followed by the men's 
matchup at 8 pm. The ninth placed 
Royals women's team will hopefully 
start off the New Year with a much 
needed strong performance against 
the fifth placed Falcons. They are 
currently second last in the standings 
and have yet to win a game this season 
holding a 0-7 record which is good for 
exactly zero points. Meanwhile, the 
Falcons have eight points and a record 
of 4-3 in seven games. 
Now, the men's team on the other 
hand is right behind the Langara 
Falcons in the standings. They are 
in seventh spot with a 2-5 record in 
seven games and four points while the 
Falcons currently sport a 3-4 record 
and six points, sitting in the sixth seed. 
This particular match-up will be a 
close-up battle between two underdog 
teams and a game that would be a 
great one to bring friends to and check 
out, especially before a night filled 
with more entertainment. 
Royals Volleyball begins this 
week as well with the men's and 
women's teams battling it out in 
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Cranbrook with back-to-back games 
against the COTR Avalanche on 
both Friday and Saturday night. The 
match-up shouldn't be too difficult 
for the men's Royal& team. They are 
doing quite well this year, sitting on 
top in the standings at second place, 
only behind the UBC Okanagan Heat 
who have a 7-1 record and 14 points. 
The Royals have an almost perfect 
record of 5-1 in six games with 10 
points and have two games in hand on 
the Okanagan Heat while the COTR 
Avalanche are in seventh spot with 
a 2-6 record in eight games and four 
points. 
Their games won/games loss ratio 
is 9:20 while the Royals hold a 16:4 
winning ratio. However, the world of 
sports is a strange place, just because 
the Avalanche aren't looking too hot 
in the standings at the moment doesn't 
mean they can't easily snap out of 
their funk and start winning games. 
You never know. 
The CBC Bearcats and the 
Vancouver Island University Mariners 
are third and fourth in the standings 
respectively with ten points apiece 
but because they have two more 
losses than the Royals they fill out the 
passenger seats in the standings. The 
women's Royals team is tied for last 
place in the league with the COTR 
Avalanche for zero points. They have 
a 0-6 record and a 2:16 win-losing 
ratio while the Avalanche is 0-8 and 
4:24. The battle of the two worst 
teams in the league. A great match-up 
that could either be highly entertaining 
or a total bust. Happy New Year! 
Good-bye Kara Lang 
By Matthew Visser 
W ednesday, January 5, 2011: a sad day in Canadian soccer where 
Kara Lang retried form the sport. 
If you are a soccer nut like myself 
or just enjoy watching and reading 
about all sports, than you might of 
heard of her. The name Kara Lang 
has stood out in Canadian and 
Vancouver Whitecap soccer since 
she was 15. Kara has retired due to 
suffering from every athlete's worst 
fears: injuring her anterior cruciate 
ligament, or her ACL for short. 
Lang was born in Calgary, 
Alberta but shortly moved to 
Oakville, Ontario where she now 
lives and calls her hometown. She 
has retired at the very young age of 
24. I remember when I was a little 
tyke and my Paps took me to see 
a double header of both the men's 
and woman's Vancouver Whitecaps 
soccer games. I loved going to these 
games to watch the players play so 
much that I wanted to be exactly like 
them when I was older. And who 
was on the field when the woman's 
game started after the men's game? 
That's right, Kara Lang. 
I will always remember those 
times with my dad, watching my 
home town team kick the snot out 
of other squads, (or hoping they 
would). But, as we all know with 
professional sports, sometimes it all 
boils down to wishful thinking from 
the fans and just not being the better 
team on the field for the players on 
the pitch. 
Lang began her soccer career 
at UCLA, where she was ranked 
number one in recruitment and 
chose to study there for a future 
career in broadcast journalism. As 
her soccer career began to take form 
and she was making a name for 
herself on the field, so was North 
America watching her off the field. 
During her four years at UCLA from 
2005-2008 she started in 63 out 
of 65 games, scoring 39 goals and 
assisting on 18 others. 
During her time playing in 
theW-League with the Vancouver 
Whitecaps when she signed with 
theQl in 2003 at the age of 16, where 
she played until she went to UCLA, 
she scored nine goals in 19 career 
games from 2003-2005. Not too 
bad for one of Canada's biggest up 
and corning soccer stars. During 
her three years in Vancouver she 
was part of the team that became 
theW-League 2004 Champions and 
finishing the following year in third 
place in the 2005 season. 
Internationally, Lang holds the 
record for youngest player ever 
to notch a goal in an international 
game. She scored against Wales at 
the Algarve Cup on March 3, 2002 
at age 15 years, 132 days. Sadly, 
Kara has never won a major title 
with Canada but has been an integral 
force behind Canada's build up to 
making and finding players across 
this vast country with the talent of 
Kara's in hopes of one day claiming 
a major tournament title. 
Kara Lang will go down in 
Canadian soccer history as one of 
the very best players to come out of 
a country which is known mainly 
for its skill on the ice and not at the 
beautiful game. Not only is Lang 
going to be missed by her friends 
and family on the field, she will also 
be missed by her fans who were 
captivated by her since she, at the 
age of 15, took the international and 
North American woman's soccer 
world by storm. 
I know I will miss her and I 
know that Canada will miss her as 
well for what she has done for young 
girls whose dream is to play for their 
country and play the game they grew 
up loving and always wanting to 
play. I guess now I hope for another 
Kara Lang to come to Vancouver 
and play for Canada and help win a 
major title. And I also hope that the 
snow that was predicted to come 
before the winter even began stays 
away so that I too can play the game 
I love without, I hope, ever stopping. 
.-------------------- ---
Revving to run 
It's time to start training for this spring's long distance races 
By .Sharon Mikl 
With the twinkling lights and blurry morning-afters of the holidays all but behind us 
and the frost on the ground beginning to 
thaw, it's time to lace up those sneakers 
and get back into shape. While long 
distance races can seem daunting to 
many novice runners, they are a great 
way to focus your cardiovascular 
training and accomplish a specific and 
significant fitness goal. 
Seeing as many training programs 
last between 12 and 15 weeks, January 
is a great time to select an appropriate 
distance goal and sign up for a run. For 
instance, people who are currently fairly 
sedentary could reasonably train for a 
five or eight kilometer run within a few 
months if they start running now. 
Those who already run or work out 
on a regular basis could set their sights 
on a larger goal, such as a half or full 
marathon. When it comes to the actual 
running, there are a lot of options to 
make training manageable. For those 
who prefer to train with others, groups 
like The Running Room offer running 
clinics. At Douglas College's New West 
By Kevin Wong 
T he quote, "nothing is impossible" is absolutely correct whether in our real life or in sports. 
"Surprising", "disappointing" and 
"exciting" are the three best words to 
describe the half season of the 2010-2011 
English Premier League. 
The most surprising team should 
be the Wolves, which is an underdog 
team and was expected to be relegated 
by the end of May. Don't be surprised 
if this team could survive in the premier 
league for another year. Before the game 
between Chelsea and Wolves, how many 
people expected the latter would come 
out on top? Did anyone really expect it 
to happen? Well, it did. Before the end of 
2010, the "predator" had knocked two big 
clubs, Manchester City and Liverpool, 
off. No doubt the defensive play of the 
Wolves at their home field has impressed 
many of us. Surprisingly, Chelsea had 
only scored nine goals in their past ten 
matches. 
Time is flying; Liverpool will visit 
the Wolves on January 22 and try to gain 
a measure of revenge from their loss last 
time. 
Well, who is the most disappointing 
club so far this season? Liverpool is the 
winner (or loser) there. "The Red" was 
one of the traditional "Big Four" in the 
campus, the recreation department offers 
a weekly Sun Run (lOk) training clinic 
on Tuesdays, starting January 25. 
For those who like to run alone, 
many smart phones and online 
programs offer convenient and low-cost 
applications that ~et progressive daily 
goals and track your progress. There is 
a number of long distance runs planned 
in the Vancouver area in the next few 
months. Here are a few that might pique 
your interest: 
Fort Langley Historic Half Marathon 
(Langley) 
Sunday February 20,2011 
5K/10K walk/run, half marathon 
Green Sock Half & Sharnrock'n Race 
(Burnaby) 
Sunday March 13,2011 
7 mile, half marathon 
Vancouver Sun Run (Vancouver) 
Sunday Aprill7, 2011 
lOK 
BMO Vancouver Marathon (Vancouver) 
Sunday May 1, 2011 
8K, half marathon, marathon 
league, but this team is currently sitting 
at the 12th spot as I'm writing. Playing 
consistently on the road and having more 
secondary scoring are much needed for 
this club to bounce back. 
The EPL is continuing to be the most 
exciting soccer league in the planet. Will 
Manchester City, yes, Man City, win their 
first EPL title in many years? Manchester 
United, Arsenal and Tottenham would say 
not a chance, but it is a possibility. 
As I'm writing, Aston Villa, Wigan, 
West Ham, Wolves, Birmingham, 
Fulham, West Brom and Liverpool are 
also fighting extremely hard to prove that 
they belong to the top league and avoid to 
be relegated. The current rankings don't 
guarantee any of those teams a reprieve 
from relegation because the standings are 
changed after each match. 
So we'd better pay more attention 
to those teams when they play against 
each other in the second half of the 
season. The winner will get three huge 
points after each game and the loser will 
absolutely drop to the lower spot. 
Finally, I'm sure most of the 
management groups among the 20 clubs 
are experiencing headaches right now 
because they are thinking how to keep 
their jobs and spend money wisely to 
sign or trade for the best players to help 
their teams be the survivors. 
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Canucks corner 
The No.1 team in the NHL 
By Josh Martin, Sports Editor 
T he Vancouver Canucks are as good as ever riding as the top team in the NHL through the 
first half of the season with a stifling 
27-8-3-3 record and 60 points in 41 
games. They're coming off a recent 
eight game winning streak that was 
ended on Sunday night in a shootout 
against the Detroit Red Wings. One of 
the few losses that the Canucks have 
encountered in the past 21 games but 
hey, it was going to happen sooner or 
later, you can't keep winning games 
without losing a few and if those few 
games are decided in the shootout, at 
least we get the extra point. 
On Sunday night the Canucks 
had their hands full, facing the second 
best team in the NHL, the Detroit Red 
Wings. It was an intense game to say 
the least that went right down to the 
wire in the shootout where Detroit 
came out with the win in a 2-1 battle 
between the top two teams in the 
league. 
It was a game filled with scoring 
chances and entertainment with back 
and forth action which carried out into 
overtime. Jimmy Howard stood on 
his head in goal for the Red Wings, 
absolutely robbing Daniel Sedin in 
the first period on his backhand point-
blank shot and then doing the same to 
brother Henrik Sedin on a one-timer 
shot from the slot in the third period. 
Despite playing without five of 
their top players (Pavel Datsyuk, Brad 
Stuart, Chris Osgood, Dan Cleary, 
Valterri Filppula) Detroit still managed 
to get the job done and in competitive 
fashion. You have got to think too, 
once those five guys return from 
injuries they're just going to be that 
much better. The Red Wings are right 
behind Vancouver in the standings 
with 59 points in 42 games. A strong 
team that the Canucks could end up 
facing in the playoffs at some point 
and finish what they've started. Detroit 
holds the season series lead 2-1. 
The goaltending tandem in 
Vancouver has never been better 
with Roberto Luongo and Cory 
Schneider winning games left and 
right. Schneider has been relieving 
Luongo of his duties lately with the 
birth of his second child and whatnot, 
which has seemed to pay off for both 
goaltenders. Schneider has yet to 
lose in regulation this season with an 
impressive 8-0-2 record, a .925 SV% 
and a 2.31 GAA. Luongo on the other 
hand was awarded the second star for 
the month of December in the entire 
NHL for his solid efforts and currently 
holds a 19-8-4 record this season with 
a .921 SV% and a 2.33 GAA. 
With playing fewer games this 
season, hopefully he'll be a lot 
stronger come post-season than he 
has been in the past years, especially 
against the loved-to-be-hated Chicago 
Blackhawks if we do end up meeting 
them in the playoffs ... heaven forbid. 
Ryan Kesler has 23 goals ... wait 
say that again? Is this the same guy 
who used to always seem to shoot the 
puck off someone's stick and out of 
play when he was trying to hit the net? 
Kesler is fifth in the league in scoring 
and second on the team behind only 
Daniel Sedin who has 25 on the year 
and 54 points. Daniel is tied for third 
in the NHL with his brother Henrik for 
the most points; Sidney Crosby holds 
the lead in that category with 66. The 
Canucks have now won 17 games in 
their last 21 and are 8-0-2 in their last 
10. With the first half of the season 
over and done with we'll see how long 
or if they can hold the number one 
position in the NHL for the remainder 
of the year. 
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ROYAL TOWERS APPTS. 
18 
SUITES FROM 
$600.00 
INCLUDES: 
•Heat 
•Hot Water 
• Local Phones 
•TIER I Cable 
•Internet 
140 - 6th st. New Westminster 
Across from Douglas College 
COLD BEER AND 
WINE STORE 
open 7 days a week, 
9am-llpm 
Now Featuring 
Cans of 18 for the 
price of IS on 
Kokanee & Canadian 
CLANCY'S 
SPORTS BAR 
II BIG SCREEN TVs 
I 02" Theatre Screen 
OPEN 7 DAYS/WEEK 
$4.00/lb 
CHICKEN WINGS 
MON & THURS 
MON-THURS FREE 
PARKING w/ min $10 
PURCHASE 
What did you do on New Years? 
By Maria Asselin-Roy, Photographer 
Jake Lewis 
Anthropology 
'7 was ill, I stayed in bed." 
Ashley Francke 
Associates of Science 
"1 got hustled al pool." 
Caitlin Buss 
General Studies 
"I was a designated driver for my drunken friends ." 
It's the perfect season for skiing and snowboarding and all students are welcome to reglsler through the DSUI The Douglas College Business Association is setting up draws on the first days of the semester to win various prlzies. 
19 
20 
Hit the Button! 
Check out 
on line services 
www.dsul8.ca 
also news, events 
& Facebook: 
Health & Dental Plan 
/iipESHfllE 
November 2010 the Students' Union saw the largest voter turnout in our history with Douglas 
students voting 94% in favour of a $30/month U-Pass. Congratulations! 
The Douglas Students' Union and Douglas College are finalizing eligibility for full-time and 
part-time students who pay Students' Union fees. All students taking a course of at least 3 credits 
and paying Students' Union fees will be required to participate in the program. All eligable students 
will be automatically enroled in the program: you do not need to sign up. 
The College anticipates implementing the program May 1, 2011. 
Jan. 20 
8pm-lam 
Pub Night 
